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As a valued client, our firm 
is pleased to provide you 
this Estate Planning Client 
Advisory to keep you up-to-date 
regarding important tax and 
estate planning issues.

The Federal Estate Tax – An 
Update on Current Law and 
Opportunities: As many know, 

earlier this year Congress enacted sweeping estate tax reform 
via the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. The most 
significant portions of the Act are discussed below. 

Estate, Gift and GST Tax Exemptions Set Permanently at $5 Million 
Base: The Tax Act established a baseline $5 million exemption for 
each of the estate, gift and GST (generation-skipping transfer) tax 
regimes – and without the troublesome “sunset” (or expiration) 
provisions in existence since 2001. Importantly, these exemptions 
are adjusted annually for inflation, and the 2013 adjusted 
exemptions are set at $5.25 million apiece. Also, the top tax rate 
was set at 40%.

PLANNING POINTER: In light of the present $5.25 million 
“permanent” exemption, a married couple with an estate 
under $5.25 million should consider converting to a more 
simplified and “user-friendly” estate plan, eliminating any 
unneeded trusts (such as an irrevocable life insurance trust) 
and reassessing their annual giving to heirs.

Bonus for Married Couples – Estate Tax Exemption 
“Portability”: The Tax Act enacted a very significant feature 
for married couples referred to as “portability.” Portability 
allows a surviving spouse to transfer (or “port”) the deceased 
spouse’s estate tax exemption to the surviving spouse. The 
ported exemption is in addition to the surviving spouse’s 
own exemption. Importantly, for the surviving spouse to port 
the first-to-die spouse’s exemption, the survivor must file a 
timely federal estate tax return for the deceased spouse. In 
short, many pre-2013 estate plans may be greatly simplified by 
removing the irrevocable post-death spousal trust necessitated 
by prior law to reduce estate taxes. 

PLANNING POINTER: Although portability has 
disadvantages which merit close consideration, married 
couples with an estate in excess of $5.25 million should 
meet with us to determine whether it is advisable to convert 
the present estate tax reduction plan into a less complex, 
portability-based estate plan.

President Obama’s Tax Proposals: In April, the Obama 
administration issued its proposed post-2013 budget. The 
budget proposal contains several negative estate planning 
provisions, the two most significant of which are noted below. 

The Estate Tax: The President’s proposal seeks to reduce the 
estate tax exemption to $3.5 million, beginning in 2018, and 
to raise the top tax rate to 45%. Fortunately, the proposal 
retains portability. One prominent tax reporting service 
candidly opines, “Congress will not go along with this,” and 
we wholeheartedly agree with this assessment.

Inherited IRAs: The proposal also seeks to accelerate income 
taxes on IRAs. In particular, an inherited IRA would only be 
allowed to retain assets and funds within the IRA’s tax-deferred 
structure for 5 years after the original owner’s death – unless 
the beneficiary is the spouse. In effect, this proposal would 
require income taxes to be paid on the full value of an IRA 
within 5 years after the owner’s death. In contrast, current tax 
law permits most inherited IRA beneficiaries (including non-
spouses) to make withdrawals of IRA funds over a beneficiary’s 
entire life expectancy and only pay taxes on the withdrawn 
amounts.

Importantly, the President’s budget proposal is just that – a 
proposal – one which may be enacted in whole, in part, or 
not at all. 

Red States Push Income Tax Reform – Blue State Seasonal 
Residents Be Cautious: On the state tax front, a number of 
red (Republican) states are seeking to lower income tax rates 
as economic policy – while many traditionally high tax blue 
states (such as California, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota 
and New York) continue to retain or increase their already 
substantial income tax rates. 

Red state governors advocating complete income tax repeal 
include Bobby Jindal (R-LA), Sam Brownback (R-KS) and 
Dave Heineman (R-NE). Front-running Republican governors 
supporting income tax reform – but not complete repeal – 
are Indiana’s Mike Pence, New Jersey’s Chris Christie, North 
Carolina’s Pat McCrory, Ohio’s John Kasich and Oklahoma’s 
Mary Fallin. Also, Arkansas’s first Republican-controlled 
legislature since the late 1800’s is poised to cut tax rates by 
nearly 50%.

Much of the expected income tax revenue loss is proposed 
to be offset by increasing sales tax rates and/or eliminating 
sales tax exemptions. For example, Governor John Kasich  

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT H. EARDLEY, P.A.

The Law Office of Robert H. Eardley, P.A. is pleased to provide this 
Estate Planning Client Advisory.

Tax Updates & Recent Developments: In 2017, Congress enacted 
legislation which affected the federal estate tax system and other taxes.  
Most significantly, the 2017 Tax Act 
temporarily increased each of the 
estate, gift and GST tax exemptions 
to a $10 million base subject to 
annual adjustments for inflation. 
However, the increased exemptions 
expire at the end of 2025 and revert 
to the prior $5 million base (adjusted for inflation).   

 1. 2024 Exemptions Increased to $13.61 Million. On January 1, the base 
estate, gift and GST exemptions will adjust upward to $13.61 million 
apiece – a $690,000 or 5.3% hike from 2023.  Practically speaking, this 
means that a married couple may exclude more than $27 million before 
triggering estate tax.
PLANNING OPPORTUNITY.  Individuals and married couples with a 
net worth in excess of roughly $10 million and $20 million, respectively, 
should consider making significant, tax-free gifts to their heirs before the 
exemptions expire in 2026.
2. 2024 Annual Tax-Free Gifting Amount Increased to $18,000.  The base 
tax-free gifting amount of $10,000 is adjusted periodically in increments 
of $1,000 to reflect inflation.  On January 1, the tax-free amount will 
adjust from $17,000 to $18,000.  Very importantly, gifts are not taxable 
income to the beneficiary.
3. Reminder – President Biden’s Gift & Estate Tax Proposals.  As many 
know, President Biden and senior Democrats support a significant 
overhaul of the gift and estate tax system which, most notably, would 
(a) reduce the estate tax exemption to $3.5 million without an index for 
inflation, and (b) increase the starting tax rate to 45% from the current 
flat 40% rate.
4. GOP House Members Push  for  Easing  of  SALT  Deduction.  The 2017 
Tax Act limited the state and local tax (“SALT”) deduction to $10,000.  
Previously, taxes paid to northern states (such as for income taxes) 
were deductible on the taxpayer’s federal 1040 (subject to phase-out 
limits).  The practical effect of the pre-2017 SALT law was to subsidize 
northern taxpayers and states with federal dollars.  Although Democrat 
state leaders predictably oppose the SALT limit, some northern state 
GOP House members are joining them, including Andrew Garbarino 
(R-NY) and Anthony D’Esposito (R-NY) – and are gaining traction.  
For example, CPA Practice Advisor recently noted that in his bid for 
Speaker, Mike Johnson (R-LA) committed to Congressman D’Esposito 
that any new tax package “would include some sort of relief for SALT.”
5. Supreme Court Hears Oral Arguments in Landmark Tax Case. In 2005, 
Charles and  Kathleen  Moore  invested  $40,000  in  a  friend’s  
machine-tool company in India.  The company generated profits but 
plowed all earnings back into the company.  Fast forward to 2017 and 
Congress’s enactment of a one-time repatriation tax on undistributed 
foreign corporate income. This triggered $132,000 in taxable income and 

a surprise tax bill of about $15,000.  The Moores sued in federal court 
arguing that the tax violated the 16th Amendment by taxing unrealized 
appreciation – but they lost at both the trial and appellate (9th Circuit) 
levels.  The Supreme Court heard oral arguments in early December. A 
recent op-ed piece by the Wall Street Journal sounded the alarm noting 
that, if upheld, this case may “open the door for Congress to tax wealth 
and property of all kinds, including art and collectibles” – if income 
does not actually have to be collected (or at least available) before it is 
taxed.  We’ll see...
“R.E.S.P.E.C.T.” Your Will & Estate Planning: Queen of Soul Aretha 
Franklin seemingly still lives on in her hits – but now also by her various 
“Wills.” Ms. Franklin was thought to have died intestate in 2018, but the 
following year 2 handwritten Wills were found in her home – including 
one in a spiral notebook in her couch 
containing rambling statements about 
men in her life. All appeared settled until 
another handwritten and contradictory 
Will dated 2014 was found. Interestingly, 
the 2014 Will contained “scribbles,” 
“many hard-to-read passages” and 
a smiley face in lieu of the “A” in 
“Aretha.” Earlier this year, a Michigan 
jury determined that the 2014 “couch cushion” Will prevailed.  

The two-fold moral of the story is obvious.  First, it is not prudent to 
prepare one’s own estate plan. In fact, Florida does not permit hand-
written Wills. Second, best practice is to maintain current originals in a 
secure, well-known location and properly discard superseded documents.  
To help avoid the “Aretha” situation, the firm offers as a courtesy secure 
storage of estate documents coupled with a tracking system to ensure 
current documents are available at a moment’s notice.  

Making it to the Top 0.2% - in Age!:  A recent Wall Street Journal 
article polled seniors who made it to the oldest 0.2% (age 95) of the 
population and offered the following tips:
• Be Adventurous. 100 year-old Conbert Benneck of Dallas landed at 
Normandy after D-Day, worked worldwide as an engineer and spent 6 
months skiing and traveling Europe in his younger years.  
• Maintain Social Connections. According to her niece, Sarah Netting, 
who died at 101, kept finding “new people to love” even though she 
outlived most of her friends. 
• Take Care of Your Mind. Mitchell Nash of Colorado noted that his 
mother Golde was diligent to keep her mind alert – even doing The New 
York Times daily crossword puzzle until age 99.  
• Don’t Slow Down. Katharine Coventry of Duluth drove herself at age 
100 to the DMV and renewed her driver’s license.  
• Celebrate Getting Older. Gerri Harris of Raleigh, North Carolina 
marked her 95th birthday with a trip to Budapest, and at 107 even 
organized her own birthday party.  
• Nurture Your Passions. Hazel Zipperer of Valdosta worked in her 
garden well into her 90s and religiously followed the Atlanta Braves 
until her death at 100.  
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(R-OH) proposes to eliminate approximately 75 special interest 
exemptions – including barbers, CPAs, lawyers, bowling alleys 
and funeral homes.

A recent Wall Street Journal article calls this income-for-sales-
tax swap “a rare bright spot in the current high-tax era” – 
noting that states with low or no income taxes have shown 
better economic performance than higher income tax states. 
In particular, the 9 lowest tax states in the U.S. accounted for 
a whopping 62% of the net new jobs created in the past 10 
years. During the past decade, states without an income tax 
experienced a 5.5% population increase solely from migration 
while all other states experienced an average population 
decrease of 1.9% attributable to out-of-state moves. 

On the blue state tax front, perhaps the most notable tax 
event of 2013 thus far occurred on May 23rd when Governor 
Mark Dayton (D-MN) signed legislation which increased 
Minnesota’s top income tax rate by a full 2 percentage points 
(a 25% rate increase) – to 9.85% – giving Minnesotans the 4th 
highest income tax rate in the country. Interestingly, the new 
rate doesn’t target just the million-dollar earners, but anyone 
making more than $150,000 per year.

Also, Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA) of Massachusetts is 
reportedly seeking to raise $1.9 billion via new or increased 
income taxes. 

PLANNING POINTER: Regardless of northern political tax 
tides, folks with a summer residence in a northern state – 
particularly in a northern state that is not on the income tax 
cutting bandwagon – should continue to take all reasonable 
steps to ensure that their Florida tax residency is secure. 

A Practical Tip – Keep Your Living Will in the Glovebox: 
A “Living Will” is that legal document by which a person 
appoints his or her health care “surrogate” and provides 
directions about retaining or removing life-support. And 
nowadays it is routine practice for hospitals to request a copy 
of the Living Will upon admission. 

Not surprisingly, almost everyone has an unplanned trip to the 
emergency room every now and then – but without a Living 
Will in hand. If the health situation is dire, the lack of a Living 
Will can often lead to a mad scramble through one’s legal 
papers at an already difficult time. 

To remedy this situation, we recommend that you keep a 
photocopy of your Living Will in the glovebox of each vehicle 
you own. This way, no matter which car rushes you to the 
E.R., the Living Will will be on hand when needed. 

Naples Daily News Legal Forum Articles: The Business 
Section of the Naples Daily News has featured a number of 
Robert’s guest attorney columns over past few months, including 
articles entitled “Avoid Five Common Mistakes When Executing 
an Estate Plan,” “The Good, the Bad, the Ugly of Probate,” “A 
Second Marriage Estate Plan: ‘Inheritance Rights’ for Spouse, 
Stepchildren,” and “Review of 2012 Estate, Gift Tax Changes.”  If 
you would like a copy of any of the articles, please let us know. 

What is Your Projected Life Expectancy – Calculate It!: A 
client recently called our attention to an interesting online tool, 
called the Lifespan Calculator, by Northwestern Mutual. The 
Lifespan Calculator asks the user a series of 13 questions. It 
raises not only the expected questions – such as age, height and 
weight – but also a number of more pointed questions about 
exercise patterns, driving 
citations, stress, seatbelt 
use and medical checkups. 
As each of the 13 entries is 
inputted, the estimated life 
expectancy digital read-out 
automatically adjusts up 
or down to reflect the new 
information. 

The Lifespan Calculator can be found at http://media.nmfn.
com/tnetwork/lifespan/. 

There’s More to Life Than Estate Planning: Southwest Florida 
surely is a most unusual place – with the wonderful convergence 
of sun, season and snowbirds – and we are privileged to hear 
clients tell us many of their most memorable experiences.

Nearly 6 years ago, I (Robert) first met Stan and his charming 
wife, Reecie. At that meeting, Stan noticed several certificates 
from my 7 year stint in the Navy – and this led to an interesting 
story from Stan about his Navy days. I recently spoke with 
Stan and he granted me permission to tell his “Navy story.” 

During the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, Stan was a 19 year-
old 3rd Class Petty Officer stationed in Key West. Stan was 
assigned to the graveyard shift in the military command center 
and his job was to monitor the track of all U-2 reconnaissance 
flights over Cuba.

About 2 a.m. one morning, Stan and his fellow sailors on duty 
were told to prepare for an emergency briefing for a VIP. To 
Stan’s great surprise, a few minutes later in walked President 
John F. Kennedy.

“Teenager” Stan nervously gave President Kennedy a summary 
briefing on the U-2 flights and then the President told him to 
“keep up the good work.” When asked whether he shook JFK’s 
hand, Stan replied “no” – but with an excited recollection of 
that event more than 50 years ago, said “He gave me a slap 
on the back!”

The comments expressed herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should not be relied upon as legal or tax advice

Robert H. Eardley, J.D., LL.M.
Board Certified Wills, Trusts & Estates Attorney

Julie K. Yamin, M.B.A.  
Paralegal / Office Administrator

State & Local Updates: The following is a survey of noteworthy issues 
unfolding across the country. 
1. Red vs. Blue State Income Growth Disparities.  The Bureau of
Economic Analysis recently released data on state-by-state earnings from 
Q1 of 2022 to Q2 of 2023 – and the results are noteworthy.  Nationally, 
overall worker and business owner earnings rose 5.4%, but New York, 
California and Illinois averaged only 3.37%.  Not surprisingly, Florida 
came in at 9.1%.  Also, Florida registered 8.7% growth in manufacturing 
earnings while California’s was only 2.5%.  Surprisingly, information 
earnings actually declined in California by 9% but grew 6.7% in Florida.  
Lastly, from a “real wage” perspective, hourly earnings in Florida 
exceeded inflation, but in California, Illinois and New York real wages 
declined by at least 2%.  
2. Washington State Takes 1st Place – in Gas Prices.  Washington state’s 
new cap-and-trade program and clean fuel standards have been noticed 
at the gas pump.  These policies add up to 50 cents per gallon on top 
of Washington’s 3rd highest gas tax of 49.4 cents – making it the most 
expensive state for gasoline.  A recent Wall Street Journal op-ed piece 
bemoaned that these policies serve to “punish lower- and middle-income 
folks who spend more of their income on fuel.”   
3. Massachusetts Considers Municipality Tax on Home Sales. In October, 
Governor Maura Healey proposed The Affordable Homes Act.  The Act 
would allow towns to levy a tax of up to 2% on home sales in excess of 
$1 million. Interestingly, 53% of Boston homes on the market currently 
list for over $1 million.  According to a press release from Mass.gov, the 
Act is “unlocking $4 billion…[as] the largest proposed investment in 
housing in the state’s history while simultaneously striking at the root 
causes of housing unaffordability and making progress on the state’s 
climate goals.” 
4. New York Set to Ban Non-Compete Agreements: A Gift to Florida?  
New York Governor Kathy Hochul is deciding whether or not to sign Bill 
S3100A which would ban most non-compete agreements in employer 
contracts. Two-thirds of businesses surveyed by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce said the bill would hurt business and result in compensation 
cuts.  Governor Hochul apparently would prefer that non-competes still 
be allowed for those earning over $250,000.  A recent editorial board 
piece in the Wall Street Journal opined that this legislation will be 
“another gift to Florida [and is] one more reason for firms to move 
employees to other states.”   
5. Colorado Voters Reject Back-Door Tax Hike. In 1992, Colorado 
voters enacted TABOR – the Taxpayer Bill of Rights – which placed 
limits on tax and spending increases, resulting in the average Coloradan 
receiving a $750 refund last year.  However, earlier this year Colorado 
Democrats put forward Proposition HH as a two-pronged, bait-and-
switch taxing plan.  One prong minimally lowered property taxes while 
the other prong allowed the state to raise spending by 25% annually – which 
would have effectively cancelled TABOR (taxpayer cost of $21 billion 
over 17 years).  Although financially backed by the NEA, on November 8 
Proposition HH was rejected with less than 40% of voter support.
6. Nebraska Joins Tax Cutting States. In light of a $1.5 billion budget 
surplus, Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen signed bills this summer 
projected to return $6 billion to taxpayers over the next 6 years.  The 
bills included (a) an individual income tax rate cut from 6.64% to 3.99%, 
(b) a corporate rate cut from 7.25% to 3.99% (both fully phased in by 
2027), and (c) a property tax cut of $1.76 billion.  Governor Pillen noted 
“our tax policy chases our kids and grandparents out of the state…we 
can’t grow Nebraska that way.”  
7.  Amazon’s Jeff Bezos Trades Seattle for Miami.  In November, Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos announced that he is moving to Florida to be closer 
to his parents.  A recent Wall Street Journal piece speculated the move is 
driven in part to avoid Washington state tax.  Bezos holds a 9.7% stake in 

Amazon valued at nearly $140 billion.  If sold, Washington’s new 7% tax 
on capital gains would cost Bezos almost $10 billion (compared to $0 in 
Florida).  And if held until death, the stock would potentially trigger a 
$28 billion state death tax ($0 in Florida).

Recovering Lost Funds: Given the geographic mobility of most 
Americans, it is not uncommon for an “old” asset or account to be 
forgotten. To address this concern, the National Association of 
Unclaimed Property Administrators has endorsed the website 
www.missingmoney.com.  This is a free service that can identify old 
bank accounts, insurance policies, stocks, bonds and safety deposit box 
contents. To utilize the website, simply enter your name and the state(s) 
in question. 

Client Spotlight – Dr. Greg Poland: Naples is a great place to live and
practice law – and I (Robert) am privileged to be the lawyer for many 
incredible folks – and in this Advisory we are honored to spotlight
Dr. Greg Poland. 
Greg is the Mary Lowell Leary Emeritus 
Professor of Medicine at Rochester’s 
Mayo Clinic and founder of its Vaccine 
Research Group.   As senior director of the 
Vaccine Research Group, Greg spearheads 
NIH funded research to investigate novel 
vaccines against SARS-CoV-2, Zika, 
MMR, smallpox and influenza, among 
other pathogens. As a vaccine research 
physician-scientist, Greg is considered one of the world’s foremost 
experts on COVID-19 and has appeared on many major news outlets, 
including NBC News, ABC News, Bloomberg, Wall Street Journal, New 
York Tmes, CNBC, USAToday, UPI, The Problem with Jon Stewart, and 
Jimmy Kimmel Live!.

Greg also recently earned a Master’s degree in Theological Studies from 
Philadelphia’s historic Westminster Theological Seminary and serves on 
the ministerial team at Bay Presbyterian Church in Bonita Springs (you 
can find his sermons online!). He hopes to be ordained in the near future.

Greg is a devout, born-again Christian and loves to tell others about 
Jesus. Greg and his wife Jean of 45 years have 3 children and divide 
their time between Marco Island and Rochester.

Words of Wisdom: So Peter opened his mouth and said…“God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.  He went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him.  And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to 
all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  And he commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 
God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.”  Acts 10:34, 38-43.
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exemptions – including barbers, CPAs, lawyers, bowling alleys 
and funeral homes.

A recent Wall Street Journal article calls this income-for-sales-
tax swap “a rare bright spot in the current high-tax era” – 
noting that states with low or no income taxes have shown 
better economic performance than higher income tax states. 
In particular, the 9 lowest tax states in the U.S. accounted for 
a whopping 62% of the net new jobs created in the past 10 
years. During the past decade, states without an income tax 
experienced a 5.5% population increase solely from migration 
while all other states experienced an average population 
decrease of 1.9% attributable to out-of-state moves. 

On the blue state tax front, perhaps the most notable tax 
event of 2013 thus far occurred on May 23rd when Governor 
Mark Dayton (D-MN) signed legislation which increased 
Minnesota’s top income tax rate by a full 2 percentage points 
(a 25% rate increase) – to 9.85% – giving Minnesotans the 4th 
highest income tax rate in the country. Interestingly, the new 
rate doesn’t target just the million-dollar earners, but anyone 
making more than $150,000 per year.

Also, Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA) of Massachusetts is 
reportedly seeking to raise $1.9 billion via new or increased 
income taxes. 

PLANNING POINTER: Regardless of northern political tax 
tides, folks with a summer residence in a northern state – 
particularly in a northern state that is not on the income tax 
cutting bandwagon – should continue to take all reasonable 
steps to ensure that their Florida tax residency is secure. 

A Practical Tip – Keep Your Living Will in the Glovebox: 
A “Living Will” is that legal document by which a person 
appoints his or her health care “surrogate” and provides 
directions about retaining or removing life-support. And 
nowadays it is routine practice for hospitals to request a copy 
of the Living Will upon admission. 

Not surprisingly, almost everyone has an unplanned trip to the 
emergency room every now and then – but without a Living 
Will in hand. If the health situation is dire, the lack of a Living 
Will can often lead to a mad scramble through one’s legal 
papers at an already difficult time. 

To remedy this situation, we recommend that you keep a 
photocopy of your Living Will in the glovebox of each vehicle 
you own. This way, no matter which car rushes you to the 
E.R., the Living Will will be on hand when needed. 

Naples Daily News Legal Forum Articles: The Business 
Section of the Naples Daily News has featured a number of 
Robert’s guest attorney columns over past few months, including 
articles entitled “Avoid Five Common Mistakes When Executing 
an Estate Plan,” “The Good, the Bad, the Ugly of Probate,” “A 
Second Marriage Estate Plan: ‘Inheritance Rights’ for Spouse, 
Stepchildren,” and “Review of 2012 Estate, Gift Tax Changes.”  If 
you would like a copy of any of the articles, please let us know. 

What is Your Projected Life Expectancy – Calculate It!: A 
client recently called our attention to an interesting online tool, 
called the Lifespan Calculator, by Northwestern Mutual. The 
Lifespan Calculator asks the user a series of 13 questions. It 
raises not only the expected questions – such as age, height and 
weight – but also a number of more pointed questions about 
exercise patterns, driving 
citations, stress, seatbelt 
use and medical checkups. 
As each of the 13 entries is 
inputted, the estimated life 
expectancy digital read-out 
automatically adjusts up 
or down to reflect the new 
information. 

The Lifespan Calculator can be found at http://media.nmfn.
com/tnetwork/lifespan/. 

There’s More to Life Than Estate Planning: Southwest Florida 
surely is a most unusual place – with the wonderful convergence 
of sun, season and snowbirds – and we are privileged to hear 
clients tell us many of their most memorable experiences.

Nearly 6 years ago, I (Robert) first met Stan and his charming 
wife, Reecie. At that meeting, Stan noticed several certificates 
from my 7 year stint in the Navy – and this led to an interesting 
story from Stan about his Navy days. I recently spoke with 
Stan and he granted me permission to tell his “Navy story.” 

During the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, Stan was a 19 year-
old 3rd Class Petty Officer stationed in Key West. Stan was 
assigned to the graveyard shift in the military command center 
and his job was to monitor the track of all U-2 reconnaissance 
flights over Cuba.

About 2 a.m. one morning, Stan and his fellow sailors on duty 
were told to prepare for an emergency briefing for a VIP. To 
Stan’s great surprise, a few minutes later in walked President 
John F. Kennedy.

“Teenager” Stan nervously gave President Kennedy a summary 
briefing on the U-2 flights and then the President told him to 
“keep up the good work.” When asked whether he shook JFK’s 
hand, Stan replied “no” – but with an excited recollection of 
that event more than 50 years ago, said “He gave me a slap 
on the back!”

The comments expressed herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should not be relied upon as legal or tax advice
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